Medway Green Grid Forum

Minutes of the meeting held 15 July 2010

Present:

Catherine Smith

Medway Council; Rural Strategy

Paul Cronk


Medway Council, Development Plans & Research

Martin Hall


Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway  

Pat Cooper


Friends of Hillyfields

Peter Reed


Medway Renaissance Ambassadors

Frank Ewen


Medway Ramblers

Peter Green


Medway Ramblers

Tina Woodard

Medway Ramblers 

Ben Sweeney

Plantlife, Ranscombe Farm

Judith Masey


Frindsbury & Wainscott Community Association

Anne Wade


Frindsbury & Wainscott Community Association

Nigel Pye


Environment Agency

Greg Hitchcock

Kent Wildlife Trust

Joanne Smith

Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway  

Emma Hazard

Environment Agency

Hazel Gallagher

Medway Council; Active Travel Coordinator

Rob Carmen


Medway Council; Integrated Transport

1.
Apologies for absence

1.1
Apologies for absence were received from: Paul Hadaway, Medway Council Greenspaces; Fran Davies, Natural England; Sarah Cooper, RSPB; Ed Woolard, Medway Council Tourism; Andy Piper, Medway Renaissance; Mike McGibbon, University of Greenwich; Dave Wyett, Medway Allotments Federation; Geraldine Moon, Groundwork Kent & Medway; Alan Johnson, RSPB; Robin Cooper, Medway Council, Regeneration, Community & Culture; David Murr, Medway Countryside Forum; Brendan Doyle, Medway Council, Landscape; Rick Bayne, Valley of Visions; Nicola Moy, Great Lines Heritage Park; and James Sutton, Medway Council, Safer Routes to School. 

2.
Minutes of last meeting

2.1
The minutes of the last meeting of the forum were agreed as a correct record. There were no items arising from the minutes that were not covered on the agenda. 

3.
Medway Local Development Framework 

3.1
Paul Cronk, Development Plans & Research manager at Medway Council, presented a draft version of the emerging policy for the natural environment, including biodiversity, landscape, green infrastructure, open space and public realm. Copies of the draft policy had been circulated to members of the forum. 

3.2
PC outlined the current position on the Medway Local Development Framework. The Core Strategy document was to form a strategic basis for planning policy – further detail guiding development would form part of a subsequent Managing Development document. Government guidance was for a fairly succinct document, concentrating on local issues, and not restating national policy. 

3.3
Following the revocation of the South East Plan, further work was needed on providing the necessary evidence to underpin the policies in the Core Strategy. The revised timetable was for a ‘pre-publication’ version of the document to be published for public consultation in November-December 2010. There would be further refinement and testing of the plan, with the anticipated adoption date being June 2012.

3.4
Members of the Forum were asked for their views on the emerging policy for green infrastructure. These would form part of the initial policy development work for the pre-publication version. There would be further opportunities to comment during the formal consultation process, but the council welcomed the opportunity to work with partners at an early stage in drafting policy. 

3.5
The group discussed the draft policy and the following comments were made:

· CS - what status would be given to the South East Green Infrastructure framework, that set out guidance and best practice for the area. This could be kept but the council would need to provide justification for its use. 

· MH - asked about use of standards relating to Local Nature Reserves and work by NE across north Kent to promote Accessible Natural Greenspace standards. 

· MH – questioned the need to demonstrate deliverability on the management of agricultural land. 

· MH – wished to see a link in policy CS6 to how green infrastructure plans were embedded in the Core Strategy. Further details would be included in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan.

· GH – supported vision for landscape scale work. He understood the need not to repeat national guidance for statutory designations, but emphasised that conservation needed to be dealt with at a strategic level. 

3.6
Members were asked to submit any comments to Paul Cronk by 30 July.

4.
Presentation on Medway Agricultural Research Project

4.1 CS outlined the findings of a report carried out into agriculture in Medway and neighbouring parts of Gravesham. The project sought to improve the council’s understanding of agriculture locally and to use the information to support planning policy and green infrastructure development work. The work was funded by Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway and carried out by the Kent & Sussex Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group, who had good knowledge and working relationships of farming businesses locally. 

4.2 The report set out information on the current state of the agriculture industry, nationally and locally, key influences on businesses and the incentives programmes available to help meet wider environmental and rural development objectives. (A copy of the presentation has been circulated). Full copies of the report are available on request from CS. Further work was planned with farmers to improve communications and discuss opportunities for environmental and business projects. 

5.
Green Grid Action Plan update

5.1
CS reported that this work would be considered as part of the implementation plan for the Medway Public Spaces document, and progress would be reported at a later meeting. 

6.
Update from partners

6.1
Medway Council Integrated Transport – HG introduced herself to the group as the new Active Travel Coordinator working on promotion of walking and cycling. RC reported that the draft Medway Local Transport Plan 3 had been published for consultation. The consultation period ran until 30 September, and the plan would come into operation from April 2011. 

6.2
Environment Agency – information materials were being prepared to support further communications work on TE2100. Information would be shared with the forum at a future meeting. 

6.3
Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway – JS outlined proposed work on parish plans and village design statements. This would be discussed further with parish councils locally. 

6.4
MH discussed the changing political and financial agendas and identified the potentially stronger role that could be given to ‘Friends of Groups’, and support for community based initiatives. He reported on work on measuring the benefits and values of the environment on wider social and economic outcomes and the scope to look at using local case studies, such as Hillyfields and Friends of Groups in Medway. He also mentioned a CABE study –‘Urban Green Nation’ considering the quality, accessibility and public perceptions of green spaces. This had found poor satisfaction rates across north Kent. Further information on the quality of the local environment was also available in the Environment Agency’s State of the Gateway report. 

6.5
Frindsbury & Wainscott Community Association – JM asked about the impact on the production of the Medway LDF given the revocation of the South East Plan. It was explained that this had caused some delay to the Core Strategy, but that work was continuing on the development of the LDF. JM also asked about the linkage between Green Grid and the Green Cluster studies. MH explained that the cluster studies sat within the framework of Green Grid, but added further detail in developing plans on the ground. The cluster studies were not statutory documents, but were referenced in the emerging LDF. 

6.6
AW raised concerns of the impact of development at Lodge Hill on the Chattenden Wood SSSI. She also mentioned concerns for land at Manor Barn. 

6.7
Plantlife – BS reported that Plantlife had been successful in securing funding from Heritage Lottery Fund for the purchase of land to extend the reserve at Ranscombe Farm. A project manager was to be recruited. 

6.8
Ramblers Association – FE asked about the plans for a lower Thames Crossing and the possible impact on the area. The Department for Transport was looking at options, and no decisions had yet been made on a route or investment. 

6.9
Friends of Hillyfields – PC reported that Hillyfields had been submitted again for a Green Flag award this year. Community events were planned at Hillyfields during the summer, work would start on the orchard in the autumn with funding from Veolia. 

7.
Date and format of next meeting

7.1
The date of the next meeting was arranged for 19 October 2010 at 2pm. This was a joint meeting with Swale Green Grid Forum. Members were asked to identify any issues of common interest that they would like to see included on the agenda. It was suggested that communications and promotion of Green Grid and development of the Action Plans would be useful topics.

