Medway Green Grid Forum

Minutes of the meeting held 5 October 2009

Present:

Catherine Smith

Medway Council – Rural Strategy

Mark Johnson

Medway Council – Integrated Transport

Martin Hall


Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway

Joanne Smith

Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway  

Pat Cooper
Medway Urban Parks and Green Spaces Forum/ Friends of Hillyfields


Nicola Moy
Great Lines Heritage Park Project Officer

Peter Reed
Medway Renaissance Ambassador

Paul Hadaway
Medway Council – Greenspaces

Rob Carmen
Medway Council – Integrated Transport

Keiron Gooch
Medway Council – Integrated Transport

Charlotte Hardy
Medway Council – Development Plans

Neil Vincent
Medway Council – Integrated Transport

Greg Hitchcock
Kent Wildlife Trust

Paul Pearce
Kent Wildlife Trust

Tina Woodard
Ramblers Association/Access Forum

Peter Green
Rambers Association

Frances Fielding
Groundwork Kent & Medway  

Damian Fleming
RSPB

Ben Sweeney
Plantlife

Rick Bayne
Valley of Visions

1.
Apologies for absence

1.1
Apologies for absence were received from Naomi Clayphan, Active Travel Coordinator, Medway Council; Karen Tamsett, Public Rights of Way, Medway Council; Judith Masey, Frindsbury & Wainscott Community Association; Anne Wade, Frindsbury & Wainscott Community Association; Adam Taylor, Public Rights of Way, Medway Council; Nigel Pye, Environment Agency; Frank Ewen, Ramblers Association; Robin Cooper, Regeneration, Community and Culture, Medway Council; Linda Miller, Medway Urban Parks and Green Spaces Forum; James Sutton, Medway Council – Safer Routes to School; and David Murr, Medway Countryside Forum.

2.
Minutes of last meeting

2.1
The minutes of the last meeting of the forum were agreed as a correct record, subject to a correction in minute 6.14 to clarify that planning permission had been applied for the works to Great Lines Heritage Park. 

3.
Medway Local Transport Plan 3

3.1
Mark Johnson spoke to the forum on work in preparing the third Medway Local Transport Plan. This was a key part of the strategic policy framework for Medway, and provided the main funding mechanism for transport projects locally. There were five national goals set for LTPs:

· Supporting economic growth

· Tackle climate change

· Promote equality of opportunity

· Contribute to better safety, security and health

· Improve quality of life. 

3.2
MJ was keen to reach a wide and diverse range of groups in consultation on the development of the LTP. He offered to speak to meetings of partner organisations. 

3.3
The LTP could support the planning and delivery of green grid in Medway, setting out both a policy context and providing potential funding for schemes. MH queried the level of detail on Green Grid that was needed for the LTP and how it could be linked to the implementation plan. It was critical that the LTP provided a robust evidence base to secure funding. MJ would report back next year on the progress in producing the document. 

4.
South East Green Infrastructure Framework

4.1
MH gave a presentation on the South East Green Infrastructure Framework that had been published in July 2009. This took forward the work on the green infrastructure policy in the South East Plan, by setting out guidance on implementation at the local level through policy and partnership working. Green infrastructure (GI) planning was considered to be particularly important in the south east, due to the need to balance competing pressures on the area. It could make a significant contribution to the positive planning of the region. The framework had recently been launched by Natural England to help raise the profile of the work amongst local politicians. 

4.2
The guidance recognised the importance of partnership working in delivering green infrastructure, and emphasised the multi-functionality of green infrastructure in delivering a range of benefits. 

4.3
There was a challenge in ‘retro-fitting’ existing developments. Landscape was seen as a key resource for the area, and increasingly being recognised in wider strategies, such as the Thames Gateway Plan, for its contribution to local distinctiveness and quality of life. 

4.4
The framework identified the inclusion of GI policy in the local strategic planning process as critical, through Sustainable Community Strategies, Local Development Frameworks, and Local and Multi Area Agreements. 

4.5
There was a particular focus on regional hubs where the scale of development may impact on sites of international importance for wildlife. Medway was such an area. 

4.6
The framework included examples of good practice in planning GI that had been developed in East Anglia. Work was still at an early stage and there were limited examples on longer term delivery. 

4.7
NV queried how this work related to flood defence and water management planning. There was scope to link GI planning to sustainable urban drainage schemes and habitat creation/flood storage. 

4.8
A key role for the Green Grid forum was in influencing and supporting the LDF process and taking forward implementation. GGKM will follow up on the framework across north Kent. 

5.
Coastal Access Scheme

5.1
CS gave a presentation on the proposed Coastal Access Scheme that was being promoted by Natural England to create a walking route around the English coast. The scheme was being proposed as part of the Marine and Coastal Access Bill. It is anticipated that the scheme will be taken forward once the bill progresses to Act status. 

5.2
CS outlined the timetable and process proposed for the scheme. The route would follow existing paths where appropriate, and would balance the aims of improved access with public safety and private landownership interests. 

5.3
The scheme would involve initial survey work and consultation to propose an appropriate route, and then there would be a formal process to define the route, giving interested parties the right to appeal. On agreement of the defined route, work would then start on the ground to carry out any improvements needed as part of the scheme. 

5.4
There was some uncertainty on the route of the path in estuaries, including the Thames. Natural England was to carry out further work to define the extent of the path beyond the seaward extent of the estuarial waters. 

5.5
It was expected that the project nationally would take up to 10 years to complete, but it was hoped that work in Kent and Medway would be completed within the next 5 years. There was a national budget of £50m to deliver the scheme. Further information can be found on the Natural England and Defra websites.  

6.
Green Grid Action Plan 2009-10

6.1
Progress on the annual action plan was noted and partners were asked to continue to provide updates. 

7.
Update from partners

7.1
GGKM – leading on an EU bid on landscape services, that could deliver some GI case study projects. It related to implementation of the European Landscape Convention, and supporting public involvement in making stronger links between landscape services and sense of place. GGKM was also working on an ‘Artlands’ project to bring art to public spaces. The artwork would help to connect people to the surrounding landscape. 

7.2
JS introduced herself to the group, as the new officer working on Green Clusters. She would be working with partners in promoting means of taking forward the visions set out in the cluster studies. This included work on the Hoo Peninsula, and a potential new study area between Shorne, Higham and Cliffe. 

7.3
Medway Urban Parks and Greenspaces Forum – PC reported that Hillyfields had achieved a Green Flag award. A forest schools project was being considered. Despite ongoing issues with vandalism, but there was strong partnership commitment to maintain the quality of the park. She also drew members’ attention to a RSPB’s campaign on birds of prey:

7.4
Great Lines Heritage Park - NM reported that planning permission was awaited before work could start on the ground on improvements to the park next year. A bat survey of Fort Amherst was underway. 

7.5
Medway Regeneration Ambassadors – PR reported that the Ambassadors were keen to promote Green Grid alongside wider regeneration work in Medway. This could help to raise awareness locally. 

7.6
Medway Council Greenspaces – PH reported on a natural play project at Broomhill Park, working with Groundwork. A number of play areas were being improved through the support of the Playbuilders programme. There were plans for a pond at Bloors Wharf to support newts at Riverside Country Park. Improvement works were underway at Grain Foreshore, where the council was working with Grain Parish Council in managing and the site. 

7.7
The council was also considering plans for how to enhance countryside management and green infrastructure work on the Hoo Peninsula. It was working with KWT on improving the condition of roadside nature reserves. 

7.8
Medway Council Integrated Transport – a scheme to improve accessibility in Hoo village centre was due for completion by the end of October. The access improvement scheme at Snodhurst Bottom had also been completed. A cycling map of Medway was being updated. 

7.9
Plantlife – A further arable field had been brought into agri-environment management and there had been an increase in flora over the summer. Work was planned to widen rides. Valley of Visions and Medway Council were working to improve the link between Strood and the Mausoleum. There had been some reduction in the number of motorbikes on the site this year

7.10
Further information could be found in the newsletter available on the Plantlife website:

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/assets/nature-reserves/Ranscombe-farm/Ranscombe%20Newsletter%20Autumn%2009.pdf
7.11 
Valley of Visions - RB reported that a recent assessment by Kent Police on the Securing the Landscape project showed that it was starting to have an impact on reducing cases of illegal access. Additional activities were being considered to help increase the effectiveness of the campaign. 

7.12
Bishops Palace – Scheduled Monument Consent had been received, and a landscape design was being commissioned. A recent open day held at the site had been successful in attracting the interest of local people. 

7.13
VoV was commissioning a study of cycle access along the river Medway between Medway and Maidstone. This was funded by GGKM through the Parklands programme. Survey work starts in November.

7.14
Work was also progressing on a number of projects, including a gateway trail in Halling. A heritage warden scheme was being considered, that could help with local survey work. An event was planned for January 2010 to assess the level of interest and arrange training. 

7.15 RSPB – the new car park at Cliffe Pools was opened on 5 August, linked to a family wildlife safari day. This attracted around 2000 people. There were plans to increase the presence of volunteer wardens at weekends, to help direct visitors around the site and provide a contact point. RSPB were hoping to work with the Future Jobs Fund to provide environmental work experience opportunities for young people on the programme. The fencing installed on the site was found not to be robust enough and had been damaged, and an alternative was being sought. A visitor survey was planned for winter/spring 2010 to help inform further development work, in line with the public’s interests and needs. 

7.16
Kent Wildlife Trust – the trust were now managing its new site at Nashenden Valley to increase biodiversity and open up access to the area. An open day was planned on 6 November. 

7.17
PP had produced a Green Infrastructure action plan for the four parishes to the eastern part of the Hoo Peninsula. This brought together the aspirations of the local community with strategic plans for the area. PP would present the findings of the work at the next meeting of the Green Grid forum. 

7.18
Ramblers Association – PG spoke of changes proposed to the route of the Saxon Shore Way. He was concerned about the lack of time given for consultation and would follow this up at a meeting planned with Medway Council’s Public Rights of Way team. 

7.19
Groundwork Kent & Medway  - FF reported on the progress in setting up Future Jobs Fund programmes in the area. Work in Medway would offer 6 month training and employment places in environmental jobs for young people who were long term unemployed. The ‘Team Green’ scheme would start in early 2010 in Medway. Groundwork was also working with LNG on volunteer projects in Grain. 

8.
Date of next meeting

8.1
The date of the next meeting of the Green Grid forum was arranged for Tuesday 12 January 2010 at 2pm. 

