Medway Green Grid Forum

Minutes of the meeting held 12 January 2010

Present:

Catherine Smith


Medway Council, Rural Strategy

James Sutton


Medway Council, Safer Routes to School

Geraldine Moon


Groundwork Kent & Medway  

Frank Ewen



Medway Ramblers

Tina Woodard


Medway Ramblers/Local Access Forum

Fran Davies



Natural England (NE)

Paul Hadaway


Medway Council, Greenspaces

Joanne Smith


Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway   

Nigel Pye



Environment Agency

Judith Masey



Frindsbury & Wainscott Community Ass’n

Greg Hitchcock


Kent Wildlife Trust

Paul Pearce



Kent Wildlife Trust

Dave Wyett
Medway Allotments Federation/Medway Urban Parks and Greenspaces Forum

Pat Cooper
Friends of Hillyfields/ Medway Urban Parks and Greenspaces Forum

John Wickham
Murdoch Wickham

Alex Harwood
Murdoch Wickham

John Murdoch
Murdoch Wickham

Brendan Doyle
Medway Council, Landscape

Andy Piper
Medway Renaissance

Martin Hall
Greening the Gateway Kent and Medway  

Sarah Cooper
RSPB

Nicola Moy
Medway Council, Great Lines Heritage Park

Naomi Clayphan
Medway Council, Active Travel

Emma Hazard
Environment Agency

1.
Apologies for absence

1.1
Apologies for absence were received from: Robin Cooper, Director of Regeneration, Community and Culture, Medway Council; Rick Bayne, Valley of Visions; Mark Loos, Medway Swale Estuary Partnership; Ed Woolard, Medway Council – Tourism; Keiron Gooch and Rob Carmen, Medway Council – Integrated Transport; Ben Sweeney, Plantlife; Lis Dyson, Kent County Council – Archaelogy and Heritage; David Jones, RSPB; David Murr, Medway Countryside Forum; Adam Taylor, Medway Council – Public Rights of Way; and Ann Wade, Frindsbury and Wainscott Community Association.

2.
Minutes of last meeting

2.1
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a correct record. 

3. Lodge Hill, Chattenden – green infrastructure planning

3.1
Murdoch Wickham, landscape architects working for Land Securities on the masterplan for Lodge Hill, Chattenden, attended the meeting to present their emerging plans for green infrastructure (GI) planning. 

3.2
The plans for Lodge Hill were firmly placed within the context of the wider landscape and natural features of the Hoo Peninsula. They took account of existing policy work, such as the Farrell’s vision for the peninsula, GGKM’s Green Cluster study, Medway Landscape Character Assessment and the emerging Public Realm Strategy. 

3.3
The natural landscape features, such as water courses, woodland, and the built heritage of the site, were strong influences in the design of the new settlement. The key design principle was to draw the countryside into the heart of the development. This included proposals for a country park on the ridge to the north of the site, and an internal ‘green grid’  with ‘fingers’ of open space connecting to a ‘linear park’ along the water course in the centre of the site. The linear park offered the opportunity to design in a sustainable urban drainage scheme. The designs sought to provide a multi-functional landscape, with a balance for amenity use, ecological value, access, allotments and natural resource management. NE’s Natural Play concept would be used in the designs. 

3.4
The plans also looked outside of the development site to make connections to the wider countryside, looking at opportunities for joining up ‘missing links’ in the footpath network. A GI ‘figure of eight’ was proposed, with circular routes to the countryside to the north and the estuary to the south. It was hoped that this could be an off-road bridlepath for much of the route. BD suggested extending the northern loop of the figure of eight to Cliffe Pools. 

3.5
The anticipated build out timetable for Lodge Hill was 15 to 20 years from 2012. There was support for key elements of the GI to be included in the early stages of development. The group discussed the proposed plans. 

3.6
MH asked about the scope to use agri-environment schemes to add landscape and biodiversity value to some of the agriculture land nearby.  PP asked about management and funding arrangements. These had yet to be confirmed, but a range of models were being considered, including working with a trust and voluntary sector partners. 

3.7
DW welcomed the inclusion of allotments in the development and said that they could be well used in education projects working with young people. PC mentioned the Forest Schools programme which could also be delivered locally. 

3.8
MH asked about the extent of SUDS that could be managed within the site boundary, and how the scheme would rely on external agreements. This was subject to further feasibility work. 

3.9
JS queried if there was scope in the plans to consider joining up fragmented woodland. There was a positive response to this suggestion, as woodland was seen as a strong element of the design. 

3.10
Murdoch Wickham welcomed the opportunity to work with Green Grid partners in developing and implementing the plans. 

4.
Four Parishes Plan

4.1
PP from Kent Wildlife Trust presented on the Four Parishes Green Infrastructure project. The project had been commissioned by Medway Council to focus on the eastern part of the Hoo Peninsula. He outlined the aims of the project to look at how strategic plans for the area matched up with local community aspirations, and how Green Grid could be delivered through projects on the ground. Cross Park in Allhallows and Grain Foreshore were major projects in the area, which had not been progressed due to limited capacity and funding. 

4.2
A wide range of consultation methods had been used to gather the views of people about their local environment. These reached a broad cross section of the community, c 600 people. The consultation identified concerns about anti-social behaviour, poor recreation facilities, a perceived poor community spirit, and opposition to Thames Estuary 2100 plans for flood management. The survey also uncovered the community’s fondness for the local countryside and wildlife, the enjoyment of outdoors play and pursuits, and people’s value of the local area. 

4.3
PP talked through the ideas for projects that had been developed through the work with the local community. These included improved access for walking and cycling, especially off road provision. An event at Cross Park had attracted up to 400 people, and there was support to make more of the park as a venue for community events and to manage it more effectively for wildlife. Other projects sought to promote the local heritage and to improve the settings of villages, through road verge nature reserves and landscaping of gateways, such as an avenue of trees along the road entering Grain. KWT was working with Bourne Leisure, operators of the Allhallows caravan park, on a leaflet for visitors. 

4.4
The group discussed the possible use of the Higher Level Stewardship agri-environment scheme to take forward some of the project ideas, especially landscaping and biodiversity. 

4.5
The forum showed a strong interest in the findings of the work and PP agreed to organise a follow up workshop to discuss the findings in more detail and further develop ideas for projects. The report would be shared with partners. 

5.
Countryside management on the Hoo Peninsula

5.1
PH outlined Medway Council’s work in progressing green infrastructure planning for the Hoo Peninsula. There was a number of policy documents and development proposals affecting the area, and this had created a need for effective coordination. The Greenspaces team was looking into options for a possible landscape partnership project, to help to promote, influence and develop work to take forward the wider GI planning aspirations for the area. This could include advice on rural diversification, tourism, and community and access projects. Progress on this initial scoping work would be reported to future meetings of the forum. 

6.
Update from partners

6.1
Medway Council Safer Routes to School – the Medway walking bus scheme was achieving ever higher figures, with over 700 participants. During the targeted Golden Boot challenge, a participation rate of 83% was achieved. 

6.2
Groundwork Kent and Medway – following a restructuring of the organisation, Ian Martin was now the General Manager. The first cohort of the environmental skills taskforce, Team Green, was now in place. The team could be used for local community environmental projects. 

6.3
Medway Ramblers – welcomed the proposals outlined in the presentations for linking up footpaths, recognising the current gaps in the network.

6.4
Natural England – FD reported that he was working on a spatial project for North Kent, covering biodiversity, access and landscape. 

6.5
Medway Council Greenspaces – working on management of Grain Foreshore to support the development of the area as a country park. A planning application was to be submitted shortly for a newts project at Riverside. 

6.6
Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway – JS reported on the Shorne to Shore green cluster study project, covering the area between Gravesend and Medway. A community workshop was planned for the end of January. 

6.7
Great Lines Heritage Park – construction work at the park was planned to start the following week to develop new paths and an entrance. 

6.8
Active Travel – NC was working on the development of health walks locally, and a further 15 walks had been set up in Medway since August 2009. She was working with children centres in setting up the walks.

6.9
Medway Renaissance – AP reported on the development of the public space strategy for the end of March. This would include plans for green infrastructure. 

6.10
Environment Agency – NP advised that the results of the TE2100 consultation were now available on the website. The work would be taken forward by the local development teams. This gave scope for sharing information collected through the extensive study with partners. Decisions on flood management options would not be finalised until further work was carried out. 

6.11
EH  reported on a fishing project at Capstone, which was working with schools on training.

6.12
Frindsbury & Wainscott Community Association  – reported on an email from Frindsbury Extra Parish Council noting that improvement works had been completed on a local lane. 

6.13
Kent Wildlife Trust – the new reserve at Nashenden Farm had been launched. The site would be managed to bring back biodiversity interest to arable farmland, and there was new access through a 3 km circular route. 

6.14
Medway Allotments Federation – DW reported that allotments were getting a higher profile and that a Gillingham site had been refurbished with plans for improvements at more sites. However there was still much work to be done, with supply only meeting 50% of the demand. 

6.15
Friends of Hillyfields – the official opening of the Lower Lines Park was planned shortly. Work was planned at Hillyfields for the creation of allotments, and an orchard project was waiting on the outcome of a funding application. 

6.16
Plantlife – working with Medway Council in developing a 5 year plan for Ranscombe to realise its increased visitor potential. Woodland management works have been carried out since autumn, including improvements to the route between Strood and the Mausoleum. A programme of events is planned for coming months. 

7.
Date of next meeting

7.1
The dates for meetings of the forum were set for 2010:

Wednesday 14 April at 2.00 pm
 
Meeting Room 9, Gun Wharf

Thursday 15 July at 2.00pm 

Meeting Room 9, Gun Wharf

Tuesday 19 October at 2.00pm 

Joint meeting with Swale Green Grid Forum – venue to be confirmed. 
