Medway Green Grid Forum

Minutes of the meeting held 14 April 2010

Present:

Catherine Smith

Medway Council; Rural Strategy

Alan Johnson

RSPB

Tina Woodard

Ramblers Association – Medway Group

Emma Hazard

Environment Agency

Dave Wyett


Medway Allotments Federation

Peter Reed


Medway Regeneration Ambassadors

Ben Sweeney

Plantlife

Naomi Clayphan

Medway Council; Active Travel

Greg Hitchcock

Kent Wildlife Trust

Andy Piper


Medway Renaissance

Paul Hadaway

Medway Council; Greenspaces

Martin Hall


Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway

Joanne Smith

Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway 

1.
Apologies for absence 

1.1
Apologies for absence were received from: Robin Cooper, Director of Regeneration, Community and Culture, Medway Council; Geraldine Moon, Groundwork Kent & Medway; James Sutton, Safer Routes to School, Medway Council; Mark Johnson, Integrated Transport, Medway Council; Wendy Mesher, Medway Renaissance; Paul Pearce, Kent Wildlife Trust; Rick Bayne, Valley of Visions; Nick Johannsen, Kent Downs AONB; Fran Davies, Natural England; Mike McGibbon, University of Greenwich; David Murr, Medway Countryside Forum; Jennifer Smith, Valley of Visions; Judith Masey, Frindsbury & Wainscott Community Association; Anne Wade, Frindsbury & Wainscott Community Association; Rob Carmen, Integrated Transport, Medway Council; Mark Loos, Medway Swale Estuary Partnership; Nigel Pye, Environment Agency; and Frank Ewen and Peter Green, Medway Ramblers.

2.
Minutes of last meeting

2.1
AJ asked that his colleague’s name, David James be corrected in the minutes. With this amendment made, the minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. PW asked for a definition of the abbreviation SUDS given in paragraph 3.8. Officers explained the concept of Sustainable Urban Drainage Schemes.

3.
Medway Public Space Strategy

3.1
AP gave a presentation on the Medway Public Space Strategy document that had recently been produced – ’20 Spaces, 5 Towns, 1 City’. This sets out 20 broad projects to improve public spaces and connections throughout Medway. This included the Medway Green Grid. The document provides an overview of existing initiatives that are working to improve the quality of the public realm, access and the local environment. It seeks to bring these projects together to communicate the overall vision and scope of the improvements sought in Medway. The strategy is therefore work in progress, and about a third is already underway. The document has a wide audience of planning and development professionals and in the local community. It builds on the ‘5 Towns Make a City’ vision prepared by Farrells and extends this to the whole of Medway, beyond the urban centres. There was joint work with the University of the Creative Arts on an interactive digital mapping project to further develop the use of the public space strategy. This would also have the flexibility to show updates as projects progressed.

3.2
AP outlined the projects included in the plan, which have been developed under the themes of:

· A continuous ecological framework (which includes Green Grid)

· Connect and heal the High Streets

· Urbanise the Medway City Estate Peninsula

· Comprehensive movement system

3.3
The plan would be distributed widely in the local area. Copies of the document were available for partners for further distribution within their groups and networks. 

3.4
The group then discussed the strategy document:

3.5
DW expressed concern that Rochester and Rainham were not included as specific Green Spaces projects as the other towns had been. AP clarified that the projects included in the plan reflected current strategic priorities. 

3.6
DW queried if the Active Spaces project included allotments. AP explained that an implementation plan would be produced for all projects, and more details would be worked up at this stage, including discussions on how projects could best be developed. 

3.7
The forum supported the document being used to help promote understanding and recognition of the range of projects being delivered across Medway to improve public spaces. There was seen to be a role for forum members in helping to promote achievements.

4.
Green Grid Action Plan 2010-11 

4.1
CS explained the proposal to link the development of the Green Grid action plan with the implementation plan for the Public Space Strategy, and work being carried out on the Infrastructure Delivery Plan to support the Local Development Framework. Working together on a common template would reduce duplication of work, and help to develop a more robust and effective approach. 

4.2
Partners supported this approach and were keen to see a focus on delivery. CS agreed to work with colleagues to set up workshops focused around the five Green Grid areas to collate information on project delivery, funding and timescales. Partners would be invited to meetings in early summer. 

5.
Update from partners

5.1
Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway  - MH gave a presentation on the Shorne to Shore cluster study that was being produced for the area north of Cuxton and Cobham to the Thames. Although the study area was largely in Gravesham, it included parts of Medway around Cuxton and Wainscott, and had significant linkages to the Medway Green Grid. The cluster study was one in a series that took a particular focus on the landscape, environment and access issues in key areas across north Kent. (A copy of the presentation slides has been circulated with the minutes of this meeting). The work had identified issues with access and connections, and a need to ‘reinforce the edges’, and drew particular importance to working with landowners. It also considered the interface between Strood and Wainscott to the surrounding countryside. Given the proposed Lower Thames Crossing in the area, particular attention was being paid to this cluster study work.

5.2
In the context of the issue of illegal access in the area by motorbikes, TW asked about opportunities to identify a dedicated site for biking. MH outlined work that had previously been carried out, and had not progressed, as there were noise issues, and there was an element of the biking community who would not use legal sites, so there was limited ability to address the problem. However there was support for an extension of the ‘Securing the Landscape’ approach that has been developed successfully by the Valley of Visions partnership. 

5.3
RSPB – AJ reported on the launch of a national project – Futurescope – that would focus on wider landscapes than the reserve based approach that was usually taken by RSPB. The Thames Estuary would be a local focus and there was a launch event planned for 7 June. Futurescope would involve work with other partners to plan and deliver the project. 

5.4
Medway Allotments Federation – DW reported on a clean up at Horsted. He asked MC Greenspaces to provide information on the use of the ‘Pooper Scooper’. There was interest in reinstating allotments at the Millennium Park, and there was investment in a number of sites across Medway. He asked about the delivery of the Medway Wildlife, Countryside and Open Spaces Strategy. This plan was currently being reviewed and allotments could be discussed as part of that process. He asked about the Team Green project that had been reported at the last GG forum meeting. MH confirmed that the scheme was now operating, although there had been some changes to the original plans, including a small charge for the work. MH offered to supply contact information. BS had a contact with another organisation which could offer some free help on projects. 

5.5
Medway Council Greenspaces – PH reported that 10 play areas had been developed this year through the Playbuilder programme. Applications were being made for Green Flag awards for local parks, including for the first time, Capstone Country Park. 

5.6
Plantlife – BS reported that a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund to purchase 60 acres of chalk grassland at Cuxton adjoining Ranscombe Farm had been successful. This offered good opportunities to improve access in the area and would help to improve infrastructure, interpretation and community engagement. Plans were progressing for the Valley of Visions project for a cycle path along Town Road leading to the Darnley Mausoleum. There was potential to expand this in later years into a wider network. Members of the forum identified the need for better signage at Ranscombe for visitors. 

5.7
Medway Council Integrated Transport – NC circulated copies of the new cycling maps that had been produced showing routes through Medway for cyclists. Waymarking and new cycle paths were being installed at Capstone. She was coordinating a series of health walks, linking to local parks and community centres. A draft version of the Local Transport Plan 3 would be produced in the summer for consultation. 

5.8
Greening the Gateway Kent & Medway – Year 3 Parklands funding had been secured, which provided investment for the Great Lines Heritage Park. £100k had been secured from the Arts Council for an Artlands scheme, which would fund several smaller art projects. The GGKM website had been developed and there was a section for Medway Green Grid. JS was also working on an urban woodlands project. 

5.9
Kent Wildlife Trust – work was continuing at the new reserve at Nashenden, including tree planting at Nine Acre Wood. There were opportunities to promote more access to the reserve from Medway. Members of the forum were invited to attend a workshop at Grain on 14 May to look at developing projects coming from the Four Parishes Plan that had previously been reported to the Forum.

6.
Date of next meeting

6.1
The date of the next meeting is Thursday 15 July 2010. The meeting will be held in Meeting Room 9, Gun Wharf, Chatham. 

6.2
Members were asked to note that the meeting planned for 19 October would be jointly held with Swale Green Grid. 

